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Media Release- United Way of Mat Su Impact Councils Explore Issues and Needs
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A community cannot be built by agencies or government or other outside entities.  It must be born, developed, nurtured and sustained from within the community by the individuals, families, associations and institutions who live and work there.
It has been over a year since United Way of Mat Su began building their strategic plans by asking what role area folks wanted their United Way to play in helping to build stronger local communities.  
From those conversations, you helped us define the areas of impact to focus on:  
· Education: By focusing on a quality education for our youth and encouraging academic completion, we substantially increase their ability to find a stable job. 

· Income: It is absolutely critical families are financially stable and independent. It is impossible for families to be successful without sufficient income to last through retirement.

· Health: Even if people have a quality education and adequate income, it means nothing if they do not have their health.

In addition to these three areas, United Way of Mat-Su will continue supporting a foundation of:

· Essential Services: Responding to basic needs including food, housing, disaster relief, legal services, etc.

· Outreach: Providing information, referral, advocacy and volunteer opportunities through programs such as Alaska 2-1-1 and the United Way of Mat-Su Volunteer Center.

TruecCommunity can only be built by local residents deciding what their local issues are, agreeing they have the power to decide how to address them, and then becoming the key motivators in implementing the solution.
There is still time to join one of our Vision Councils and share your vision for our future.  We hope to accomplish the following:
1. Determine priorities of each Impact Area goal by using community statistics and data that is evidence based.
2. Identify current assets and capabilities impacting targeting impacts, decide what is working or not working, and decide what additional resources may bring more positive, measurable outcomes.
3. Prioritize the outcomes, our goals for collective action, in order to accomplish the long-term changes to be achieved.
4. Develop a strategic plan to achieve targeted outcomes.
5. Communicate our success to the entire community.
If you think you would like to participate, or need more information before making a decision, please contact Natasha Pineda, United Way of Mat Su, 907-373-5818.
