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Contact Us:
United Way of Mat-Su

P.O. Box 872485

Wasilla, AK 99687

Tel: 907 373-5807

Fax: 907 376-0635

http://www.unitedwaymatsu.org
Executive Director
Stephanie Allen
sallen@unitedwaymatsu.org
Campaign Director
Linzi Rothermel
lrothermel@unitedwaymatsu.org
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Get Connected
Get Answers.





Every hour of every day, someone in the United States needs essential services - from finding an after-school program to securing adequate care for a child or an aging parent. Faced with a dramatic increase in the number of agencies and help-lines, people often don't know where to turn. In many cases, people end up going without these necessary services because they do not know where to start. 
2-1-1 helps people find and give help. 
For information and referral assistance, dial 2-1-1 or visit:

http://www.alaska211.org
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E.D. MINUTE
You may have heard a bit about United Way and
Community Impact efforts.   Through Community
Impact work, United Ways focus on select, priority 
issues in which it can work with partners to create
lasting changes for positive impact on our community's
future.  It’s not just about meeting today's needs, but
developing strategies to address root causes and 
deliver positive results for the future.  


As we begin our journey toward community impact, 
the United Way of Mat-Su is working with local partners to develop a Community Impact Plan that will identify our residents' greatest concerns and begin developing strategies to effectively address them. The most important first step in this process is to get input from people who live in the Mat-Su.

We want your input on issues that you believe matter most to our community.  Please take a few minutes to answer our survey. We will be collecting surveys through the end of December 2008 and then will report back to the community about the survey results.

Your feedback is much appreciated!  Thank you!
http://www.unitedwaymatsu.org/news/08communityimpact.php
Stephanie

Stephanie Allen

Executive Director
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INTERDEPENDENT, UNITED. AND WHEN WE REACH OUT A
HAND TO ONE, WE INFLUENCE THE CONDITION OF ALL.
THAT'S WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE UNITED.
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COALITION UPDATE

The Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition has been diligently focused on planning for this important ten year project.   The Coalition has been concentrating on assessment and capacity within the Strategic Prevention Framework in preparation of full implementation.  The Coalition has a data project that is currently underway that will guide the direction of the Coalition. The purpose of the Data Project is to investigate various ways substance use impacts the Mat-Su Valley.  A primary focus of the project is looking at trends in youth substance use.  The Co-Occurring Disorders Institute (CoDI) was awarded the contract to oversee the project.  and has been gathering data from various sectors of the community.    

The goal is to use the data gathered to inform new prevention and treatment efforts. 

This fall, all 7th, 9th, and 11th grade students in the Mat-Su School District will be asked to participate in the Alaska Healthy Kids Survey.  The survey measures important aspects of health, specifically substance use behavior, safety, school climate, as well as factors that may protect students from getting involved with drugs and alcohol, such as being connected to peers, positive role models and resiliency skills.  The results of the survey will yield valuable information about our youth and our community.
Community support will ensure success of this project.  We look forward to sharing the results of the data project with you this spring and inviting you to participate in helping us develop strategies to combat and prevent substance abuse in our community.
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CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF BREAKFAST!

On September 4th, 2008, over 80 United Way of Mat-Su leadership donors and local organizations joined together at the Glacier Canyon Grill for a campaign kick-off breakfast sponsored by ConocoPhillips!

Kathleen Rogge, United Way Board President welcomed everyone and Dr. Susan McCauley, Vice-President and 2008 Campaign Chair shared United Way of Mat-Su’s, “Call to Action,” LIVE UNITED! 
Susan said, “Few organizations bring a community together like United Way.  With more than 20 years, our United Way has brought people together to care for one another. We raise funds, mobilize volunteers, help to strengthen organizations and identify critical and unmet needs in the community. Together, we’re investing more into our community and helping more people.”

Campaign Director, Linzi Rothermel, utilized the acting skills of Kelly Larson of Valley Performing Arts, Rick Allen, Palmer DA and Cheryl Metiva, United Way of Mat-Su Secretary to share what Living United truly means: GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

Vice President of ConocoPhillips Alaska North Slope Gas Development, Brain Wenzel, announced a $10,000 Challenge Grant for new and increasing leadership givers.

The grand finale was the premier viewing of the 2008 Campaign Video, LIVE UNITED!  The video is the creative genius and production of John Conn, Stage 2 Studios and was co-sponsored by Stage 2 and BP.

Stephanie Allen, Executive Director, closed the event by inviting the guests to Live United!  Everyone received a Live United T-shirt, the latest, hottest fashion item(  The kick-off was a big success and a great way to start the campaign! If you or your workplace is interested in participating in this year’s campaign please contact Linzi Rothermel at 907 373 5802.
VOLUNTEER WEBSITE UP AND RUNNING

It’s not just about opening up your wallet anymore!  Funding is obviously critical to our mission, but for many folks a little time might be more available than a little cash and truly can be rewarding for both volunteer and the community they impact!  United Way of Mat-Su now has a link to local volunteer opportunities on its website.
www.unitedwaymatsu.org.  Go to VOLUNTEER.
This website is also available to all organizations in the Mat-Su Borough who have volunteer opportunities they would like to list.

Please contact Linzi Rothermel, lrothermel@unitedwaymatsu.org to find out more about the exciting and rewarding opportunities available.  An hour or two a week or month working in an organization or for a cause you feel passionate about could be just what the doctor ordered.  A fantastic way to positively impact your community, you and your family!  The best way to LIVE UNITED!
THANKS FOR WORKPLACE GIVING!
United Way of Mat-Su would like to share a sincere thanks with the following Valley organizations who have shared their support through workplace campaigns this year:

ABC TRAVEL   

ACCESS ALASKA
ALASKA SALES & SERVICE  

ALASKA FAMILY SERVICES

ALASKA USA FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

ANCHORAGE  DAILY  NEWS

CCS EARLY LEARNING

THE CHILDREN’S PLACE

CITY OF PALMER

ELLIS GROUP

ENSTAR NATURAL GAS

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

FRED MEYER

FRONTIERSMAN

GCI
KRISTAN COLE TEAM
LINKS

LOWES

MAT-SU BOROUGH SCHOOLS

MAT-SU BOROUGH

MAT-SU HEALTH SERVICES

MAT-SU REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

MAT-SU SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

MAT VALLEY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

MEA

MTA

NORTHRIM BANK

NUGEN’S RANCH

PALMER SENIOR CENTER
PRECISION POWER LLC
SUNSHINE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

TARGET

UPS STORE PALMER

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA, MAT-SU

USKH

WELLS FARGO
All of these wonderful local organizations and their team members enable us to continue making positive community impact!  We thank you!


	
	


