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For immediate release

April 14, 2008
Contact: Stephanie Allen, (907) 373-5821 
Data Project Launched for Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition 

Community-wide project begins
Mat-Su Data Collection Project

The mission of the Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition is to reduce substance abuse among youth and, over time, among adults, by addressing the factors in a community that increase the risk of substance abuse and promoting the factors that minimize the risk of substance abuse.  The United Way of Mat-Su, in conjunction with the Mat-Su Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition, announced that it will be awarding its Data Project to Co-Occurring Disorders Institute (CoDI, Inc.).  The project is made possible by a grant from the Mat-Su Health Foundation.

The project will include a data review as well as the development of an ongoing system for collection and analysis of data in conjunction with the Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition’s Project throughout the Mat-Su Borough.  CoDI will begin the initial phase of the project by conducting a retrospective data review and summary from 2002 to the present that will serve as a benchmark for key stakeholders at the state and borough levels. Key stakeholders included in the review include: Mat-Su Borough School District, law enforcement, behavioral health providers, Department of Corrections, health providers, Office of Children’s Services and other relevant health and social service providers.
The development of a sustainable system and community assessment process will be used to define problems, identify resources and measure readiness within the Mat-Su Borough so that needs and opportunities can be properly integrated into an overall plan for addressing and preventing substance abuse. It will allow the coalition to express or convey current conditions in quantifiable terms to key stakeholders at the borough, state and federal level.  A process will be established for the collection of specific measures from key stakeholders on an ongoing basis.  The creation of a sustainable mechanism will collect data from key stakeholders and will provide valid and reliable local data on core measures of substance abuse and prevention. The goal is to provide a basis for evidence-based strategies for prevention and treatment of substance abuse. Core measures will include:
a. Economic impacts of substance abuse within the borough 

b. Trends in substance use for youth inside and outside the school system

c. Trends in risk and protective factors that impact youth substance use

d. Recidivism rates for youth and success rates of individual substance abuse treatment and prevention programs in the Mat-Su
About United Way of Mat-Su
United Way of Mat-Su works to advance the common good by focusing on the building blocks for a good life:  education, income and health. Our goal is to create long lasting, meaningful, positive community change.  You are invited to be part of the change. Together, united, we can inspire hope and create opportunities for a better tomorrow. 
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