Working Assumptions of the 
Anti-Substance Abuse Coalition

1. Change is possible; we can make a difference with our efforts; sustained commitment to a healthy community by the community will be successful!

2. A community-wide response is an important aspect in the success of the coalition.

3. A community-wide response includes not only service providers, law enforcement, and the schools, but also the general public. 
4. This is a long-term project and sustaining our efforts for a minimum of 10 years is essential.

5. Primary focus is prevention; secondary focus is treatment.
6. Primary focus is on youth; secondary focus is on adults.

7. Data collection and interpretation are essential in evaluating the success of the programs.

8. Local data is collected and utilized to guide as well as evaluate programs.

9. Our efforts will be directed towards preventing abuse of all substances, not singling out particular drugs.

10. We recognize that effective treatment of existing substance abusers is important in preventing new abusers.

11. We recognize that adults are role models for youth, so preventing and treating adult abuse is also preventive for youth.

12. Successful prevention among youth will involve change within families.

13. Effective prevention includes increasing assets and reducing risk factors.
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